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2026 Wells Fargo VITA Support Fund 

Application Planning Guide 

Application Deadline: Tuesday, September 8, 2026 

Award Announcement: Tuesday, September 29, 2026 

Prosperity Now, in collaboration with the Wells Fargo Foundation, invites certified Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) programs and organizations that directly support VITA operations 
to apply for 2026–2027 funding to strengthen VITA services and organizational capacity. 

Grant awards will range from $5,000 to $20,000 per organization. 

This Planning Guide includes the questions you will be asked in the online application so you 
can review them, gather information, and coordinate with your team before submitting. This 
document is for planning purposes only. Applications must be submitted through the online 
application available from the VITA Support Fund webpage. 

Estimated completion time: Approximately 20–30 minutes 

Questions: programs@prosperitynow.org 

For Spring 2026 Applicants 

If your organization applied during the spring 2026 VITA Support Fund round, your organization 
will automatically be considered and does not need to submit a new application. 

If your organization’s needs, proposed activities, funding request, or approach have changed 
since your original submission, you may submit a new application by September 8, 2026. 
Prosperity Now will use your most recent submission when evaluating your organization for 
funding. 

Before You Begin 

We recommend gathering the following before starting the online application: 

• Organization contact information, mailing address, and EIN 
• Information about your VITA operations and the populations and communities you serve 
• Your requested grant amount and proposed use of funds 
• Budget information and, if desired, a supporting budget document 
• Expected filing-season outcomes 
• Information about anticipated participation in VITACon 

https://www.prosperitynow.org/vitasupport
mailto:programs@prosperitynow.org


   

 

2 of 5 
Prosperity Now | 2026 Wells Fargo VITA Support Fund 

The online application will allow you to save your progress and return later before submitting. 

Section 1. Organization Information 

1. Organization Name 

2. Organization Website 

3. Is your organization an IRS-certified VITA site or an organization that directly supports 
VITA operations? 

☐ Yes 
☐ No 

Applicants must be an IRS-certified VITA site or an organization that directly supports VITA 
operations. Please contact programs@prosperitynow.org with questions about eligibility. 

4. Organization Type 

☐ 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
☐ Local or municipal government 
☐ Tribal government or organization 
☐ Educational institution 
☐ Other (please specify) 

5. Employer Identification Number (EIN) 

6. Organization Mailing Address 

Please provide street address, city, state, and ZIP code. 

7. Primary Contact First Name 

8. Primary Contact Last Name 

9. Primary Contact Title 

10. Primary Contact Email 

11. Primary Contact Phone Number 

Section 2. Organizational Overview 

12. Please provide a brief overview of your organization and VITA program. 

Please include your organization's mission and core services; your VITA operations; volunteer 
recruitment and training; populations and communities served; and other financial services or 
supports provided, if applicable. 

Maximum response: 2,000 characters 

Section 3. Grant Request 
13. How much funding is your organization requesting? 
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Grant awards range from $5,000 to $20,000 per organization. Please enter a whole-dollar 
amount within this range. 

Section 4. Operational Plan 

14. How would your organization use the requested VITA Support Fund grant? 

Please describe how the funding would strengthen, maintain, or expand your VITA program 
and support preparation for the 2027 filing season. You may include staffing; volunteer 
recruitment, training, or support; technology or equipment; outreach and community 
engagement; service delivery; accessibility; new or expanded services; partnerships; 
organizational capacity; and other VITA program needs. 

Maximum response: 2,000 characters 

15. Who are the primary populations and communities your VITA program expects to serve? 

Please describe the populations and geographic communities your program expects to reach 
and your approach to outreach and engagement. 

Maximum response: 2,000 characters 

Section 5. Budget 

16. Please describe how your organization would use the requested grant funds. 

Include the primary expense categories and approximate amounts associated with each. 

Maximum response: 2,000 characters 

17. Budget Upload (Optional) 

You may upload a detailed budget or other documentation that provides additional 
information about your proposed use of funds. Accepted file types: PDF, DOC/DOCX, 
XLS/XLSX. Maximum file size: 10 MB. 

Section 6. Expected Outcomes 

18. How many tax returns does your organization expect to prepare during the 2027 filing 
season? 

Please enter a whole number. 

19. What outcomes do you expect your VITA program to achieve during the 2027 filing 
season? 

Please include, where available: anticipated refunds and federal tax credits; additional 
financial services or referrals offered to taxpayers; other anticipated program results; and how 
your organization will track and report results. 

Maximum response: 2,000 characters 
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Section 7. VITACon Participation 

Awardees are strongly encouraged to participate in Prosperity Now's VITACon on October 6, 
2026, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

VITACon brings together VITA practitioners and partners from across the country for peer 
learning, training, resource sharing, and preparation for the 2027 filing season. 

Reasonable travel and participation expenses associated with VITACon, including transportation 
and lodging, may be included in the proposed use of grant funds. 

20. Does your organization anticipate sending at least one representative to VITACon on 
October 6, 2026? 

☐ Yes 
☐ No 
☐ Unsure 

21. How would participation in VITACon support your organization's preparation for the 
2027 filing season? (Optional) 

Maximum response: 1,500 characters 

Section 8. Additional Documentation 

22. Upload Additional Documentation (Optional) 

If you have additional materials that would help us understand your VITA program or proposed 
use of funds, you may upload them with your application. Accepted file types: PDF, 
DOC/DOCX, XLS/XLSX. You may upload up to five files. 

Section 9. Reporting and Certifications 

23. If selected for funding, your organization will be required to submit a final report to 
Prosperity Now by May 31, 2027. Does your organization agree to complete the required 
final reporting? 

☐ Yes 
☐ No 

24. Applicant Certification 

In the online application, you will be required to confirm each of the following statements: 

☐ I certify that the information provided in this application is accurate to the best of my 
knowledge. 
☐ I am authorized to submit this application on behalf of my organization. 
☐ I understand that submission of an application does not guarantee funding. 
☐ I understand that, if selected, my organization will be responsible for complying with the 
grant and reporting requirements associated with the VITA Support Fund. 
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Submitting Your Application 

Before submitting, you will have an opportunity to review your responses and return to previous 
sections to make changes. 

Once submitted, your application will be considered final. After successful submission, a 
confirmation email containing a copy of your submitted responses will be sent to the primary 
contact email address provided in the application. 

Applications must be submitted by Tuesday, September 8, 2026. 
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